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a more powerful motive, to make the origins
of the change of religion in England look a little
less ignoble than they really are. That is why
Professor Pollard, for instance, who is the chief
authority on the details of the period in England,
tries to maintain the fantastic theory that Henry's
attempt to get rid of his wife was not connected
with Anne Boleyn, but with larger reasons of
State, and that he had had the policy of getting
rid of Catherine of Aragon in mind for many
years before he met Anne Boleyn. The idea is
not only fantastic, but desperate; it has no
chance of being accepted out of England, and
I do not think it will be accepted even in England
save by those who are very hard up for material
in the whitewashing of Henry VIIFs character.
No, Anne remains and will always remain
at the origins of the catastrophe. It behoves
us therefore to understand her and her effect
as best we can.
Anne Boleyn was a Howard. That is the
first thing to grasp in connection with her, and
it is all the more important to grasp it because
historians have failed to stress as strongly as
they should have stressed this capital feature
in her position. She was a Howard through
her mother, who was the daughter of that old
Duke of Norfolk, the victor of Flodden, and